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REPORT  OF  THE  ASSESSOR 


Washington,  D.  C.,  September  1,  1911 . 

Gentlemen:  In  compliance  with  your  order  of  March  22,  1911,  I 
have  the  honor  to  submit  herewith  the  report  of  the  assessor's  office 
for  the  fiscal  year  ended  June  30,  1911,  together  with  a statement  of 
the  assessed  value  of  the  taxable  real  estate  and  personal  property 
in  the  District  of  Columbia  for  the  fiscal  year  ended  June  30,  1911,  and 
certain  suggestions  and  recommendations  looking  toward  the  im- 
provement of  the  service. 

The  act  of  Congress  approved  August  14,  1894,  provides  that  real 
estate  in  the  District  of  Columbia  shall  be  assessed  every  three  years. 
The  triennial  assessment  now  in  force  is  for  the  fiscal  years  1912,  1913, 
and  1914.  The  assessment  beginning  July  1,  1910,  i.  e.,  for  the  fiscal 
year  1911,  is  as  follows: 


Washington  City  and  County: 

Assessed  valuation  of  land $150,  948,  313.  00 

Assessed  valuation  of  improvements 142,  441,  526.  00 


Total  assessed  valuation  of  real  estate  in  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia for  the  fiscal  year  ended  June  30,  1911 293,  389,  839.  00 

Real-estate  tax  for  the  fiscal  year  ended  June  30,  1911,  Washington 
City  and  County 4, 400,  847.  59 

For  the  fiscal  year  ended  June  30,  1910,  the  assessed  valuation  of 
real  estate  in  the  District  of  Columbia  was  as  follows : 

Washington  City  and  County: 

Assessed  valuation  of  land $151,  711,  966.  00 

Assessed  valuation  of  improvements 133,  441,  805.  00 


Total  assessed  valuation  of  real  estate  in  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia for  the  fiscal  year  ended  June  30,  1910 285, 153,  771.  00 


Real-estate  tax  for  the  fiscal  year  ended  June  30,  1910,  Washington 

City  and  County 4,  277,  306.  57 

Personal  tax  for  the  fiscal  year  ended  June  30,  1910 1,  007,  022.  41 


Total  real-estate  and  personal  tax 5,  284,  328.  98 

Personal-tax  levy  for  the  fiscal  year  ended  June  30,  1911. 

Personal  property,  at  1£  per  cent $413,  259.  93 

Building  and  loan  associations,  2 per  cent  on  gross  earnings 17,  642.  72 

Incorporated  savings  banks,  4 per  cent  on  gross  earnings,  less  interest 

paid  depositors 12,  346.  59 

Electric-light  companies,  4 per  cent  on  gross  earnings 58,  965.  62 

Telephone  companies,  4 per  cent  on  gross  earnings 62,  543.  50 

Gas-light  companies,  5 per  cent  on  gross  earnings 108,  743.  34 

National  banks,  6 per  cent  on  gross  earnings 101,  266.  65 

Trust  companies,  6 per  cent  on  gross  earnings 114, 164.  55 
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Street  railways,  4 per  cent  on  gross  receipts $188, 188.  81 

Street  railways,  use  of  highway  bridge 11,  884. 13 

Washington  Market  Co.,  4 per  cent  on  gross  earnings  from  conduits ’ 534.  95 


Total 1,089,540.79 


Increase  of  1911  over  1910  personal-tax  levy 82,  518.  38 

Number  of  personal-tax  accounts  for  the  fiscal  year  ended  June  30, 1911. . 16,  558 


Summary  of  new  buildings,  additions,  and  improvements,  etc.,  made  during  the  fiscal  year 
1911  for  assessment  in  the  fiscal  year  1912. 


Assessment  of  new  buildings $8,  603,  600 

Additions  and  improvements 1,  483’  000 

Conduits,  railroads,  etc 150,  660 


Total  assessment 
Off 


10,  237,  260 
589,  500 


Remaining  assessment 


9,  647,  760 


BUILDINGS  EXEMPT  FROM  TAXATION. 


District  of  Columbia 109,  000 

United  States 789,  000 

•Churches,  schools,  etc 47, 100 


Total 945,100 


RECAPITULATION. 


Remaining  assessment 9,  647,  760 

Exempt  from  taxation 945, 100 

Net  assessment  (taxable) 8,  702,  660 


NUMBER  OF  NEW  BUILDINGS. 


Brick 1,  779 

Frame 426 

Total 2,  205 

Number  of  buildings  removed 257 

Increase  in  number  of  buildings 1,  948 


NUMBER  OF  “FLAT”  BUILDINGS  ASSESSED. 


City  and  county  (67) 


1, 138,  500 


Value  of  real  property  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  as  assessed  for  taxation  from  1871  to 

1911,  inclusive. 


Years. 

Washington. 

Georgetown. 

County. 

Total. 

1871 

$66,818,886 

$6,213,467 

$6,965,101 

$79,997,454 

1872 

62,421,331 

6,036,434 

6,500,000 

74,957,765 

1873 

72,880,380 

6,366,488 

8,623,056 

87,869,924 

1874 

80,539,782 

6,272,010 

9,621,280 

96,433,072 

1875 

82,292,906 

6,312,099 

9,270,036 

97,875,041 

1876 

78,818,934 

5,849,317 

8,748,433 

93,452,684 

1877 

81,246,847 

5,953,932 

8,728,622 

95,929,401 

1878 

83,101,484 

6,028,041 

8,480,365 

97.609,890 

1879 

75,555,801 

5,242,224 

6,693,417 

87,491,442 

1880 

76,085,940 

5,291,313 

6,603,103 

87,980,356 

1881 

77,256,610 

5,282,096 

6,414,372 

88,953,078 

1882 

78,515,793 

5,266,943 

6,525,759 

90,308,495 

1883 

80,615,448 

5,307,116 

6,611,101 

92,533,665 

1884 

80,293,418 

4,013,888 

6,541,368 

90,848,674 

1885 

82,825,255 

4,074,358 

6,602,851 

93,502,464 

1886 

85,132,151 

4,160,222 

6,760,956 

96,053.329 
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Value  of  real  property  in  the  District  of  Columbia , as  assessed  for  taxation  from  1871  to 
1911,  inclusive — Continued. 


Y ears. 


1887. 

1888. 

1889. 

1890. 

1891. 

1892. 

1893. 

1894. 

1895. 

1896. 

1897. 


1900. 

1901. 

1902. 

1903. 

1904. 

1905. 

1906. 

1907. 

1908. 

1909. 

1910. 

1911. 


Washington. 

Georgetown. 

County. 

Total. 

$96,383,486 

$4,741,540 

$7,172,075 

$108,302,101 

99,430,297 

4,908,345 

7,406,186 

111,744,830 

102,886,043 

4,987,632 

7,611,678 

115,485,353 

119,613,603 

5,395,021 

12,617,795 

137,626,419 

123,110,219 

5,550,976 

12,948,696 

141,609,891 

126,383,584 

5,682,676 

13,415,018 

145,481,278 

138,104,771 

5,796,237 

13,123,268 

147,024,276 

160,269,876 

7,623,070 

23,524,858 

191,417,804 

161,054,761 

7,751,615 

23,748,670 

192,555,046 

165,399,819 

23,522,524 

188,922,343 

156,854,384 

23, 522, 524 

180,376,908 

158,532,366 

22,723,918 

181,256,284 

159,559,921 

23,596,450 

183,156,371 

151,498,504 

25,069,045 

176,567,549 

154,349,966 

25,984,675 

180,334,641 

155,903,114 

26,622,494 

182,525,608 

171,302,378 

37,217,058 

208,519,436 

174,345,708 

38,904,710 

213,250,418 

176,864,785 

40,743,511 

217,608,296 

189,728,863 

49,733,122 

239,461,985 

194,323,420 

52,983,074 

247,306,494 

199,005,724 

56,319,110 

255,324,834 

212,961,393 

63,629,381 

276,590,774 

285,153,771 

9,938,022 

293,389,839 

The  amount  of  special-assessment  work  under  the  charge  of  Mr. 
J.  W.  Daniel  is  set  forth  in  the  following  statement  of  special  assess- 
ments levied  during  the  year  ended  June  30,  1911 : 


Assessment  and  permit  work $180,  843.  90 

Improvements  and  repairs 3,  645.  31 

Construction  of  county  roads 2, 468. 45 

Main  and  pipe  and  suburban  sewers 13,  090.  39 


Assessments  levied  by  jury  during  the  year  ended  June  30, 

1911: 

Street  extensions 62,  349.  61 

Opening  alleys  and  minor  streets 29,  625. 99 

91,  975.  60 


Total 292,023.65 


PERSONAL  TAXES. 

The  personal  tax  for  the  past  year  shows  an  increase  of  $82,518.38 
over  the  tax  for  1910.  This  is  a little  more  than  the  average  yearly 
increase  for  the  last  three  years,  which  has  been  7 \ per  centum. 

A number  of  large  returns  were  made  this  year  during  the  first  two 
weeks  of  August,  but  after  the  first  of  that  month,  thereby  incurring 
a penalty  of  20  per  cent.  In  many  of  these  cases  there  was  an  appar- 
ent effort  to  comply  with  the  law,  as  the  returns  were  sworn  to  before 
the  1st  of  August,  but  by  some  carelessness  were  mailed  or  delivered 
late.  It  is  the  opinion  of  some  that  the  board  should  have  discretion 
in  such  cases,  but  I consider  the  law  best  as  it  is,  although  it  may 
seem  at  times  a little  rigid.  It  would  be  well,  however,  if  the  period 
of  personal  property  returns  were  made  six  weeks  instead  of  four, 
thereby  extending  the  time  to  August  15  of  each  year.  It  would  be 
better,  too,  to  make  the  advertisement  of  schedule  more  definite  and 
restrict  it  to  the  last  week  in  June. 
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As  explained  in  my  last  report,  there  is  some  difference  between 
the  banks  and  the  board  as  to  the  correct  interpretation  of  the  term 
“ gross  earnings.”  In  the  case  of  the  Merchants  & Mechanics’  Bank 
against  the  District,  suit  was  brought,  September  23,  1908,  by  the 
bank  to  recover  money  paid  on  a personal  tax  of  its  gross  earnings, 
being  interest  on  stocks  and  United  States  bonds  and  rents  from  real 
estate.  This  was  decided  on  June  24,  1910,  by  the  Supreme  Court  of 
the  District  of  Columbia  in  favor  of  the  District. 

The  question  between  the  trust  companies  and  the  board  as  to 
taxing  amounts  paid  out  for  interest  is  pending  in  another  case,  but 
has  not  been  argued. 

During  each  year  many  sworn  returns  are  rejected,  and  a new 
valuation  is  substituted  by  the  assessors.  This  is  excepted  to  by 
many  as  a blow  at  the  veracity  of  the  person  making  the  return.  No 
such  ideas  control  the  work  of  the  assessors,  but  the  changes  are 
impelled  by  an  effort  at  equilization.  Many  persons  have  a mis- 
understanding as  to  the  requirements  of  the  law  and  many  of  them 
differ  as  to  the  meaning  of  “fair  cash  value.”  Several  persons  may 
put  different  values  on  the  same  article,  and  the  appraisers  become 
trained  through  contact  with  so  many  opinions  to  strike  an  average 
in  the  final  valuation. 

Attention  has  been  called  a number  of  times  in  the  past  reports  to 
the  inequalities  existing  in  the  taxes  of  banks,  trust  companies,  rail- 
roads, etc.  National  banks  and  trust  companies  are  required  to  pay 
on  their  gross  earnings  6 per  cent  per  annum,  gaslight  companies, 
5 per  cent,  electric  light  and  telephone  companies  4 per  cent,  and 
street  railroad  companies  4 per  cent.  In  other  words,  the  companies 
using  the  public  highways  and  receiving  the  greatest  benefit  from  a 
public  franchise  are  paying  the  least  percentage  on  their  gross  earn- 
ings. It  seems  plain  that  the  rate  should  be  reversed  in  order  to 
equalize  matters,  and  it  would  be  better  at  least  if  they  could  all  be 
made  at  one  rate  of  5 per  cent  per  annum. 

The  assessment  and  collection  of  personal  taxes  under  the  law  of 
1902  have  been  as  follows: 


Years. 

Tax  value. 

Collected 
during  year. 

1903 . . 

$563,533.06 
637, 415.  61 
666,247.  20 
724,334.69 
805,688.00 
863,882. 10 
919,453.  28 
1,007,022.  41 
1,089,540.79 

$471,954.26 
630, 750.  02 

1904  ..  . . 

1905  . . 

725,698.  22 
696, 438.  26 
752,492.  59 
821,933.04 
931,160.91 

1906  

1907  

1908  

1909 

1910 

1,000,605.  81 
1,058, 790.14 

1911.  . 

TAXES  ON  PUBLIC  UTILITY  CORPORATIONS. 

The  following  list  shows  the  amounts  of  both  personal  and  real- 
estate  taxes  assessed  against  corporations  in  the  District  of  Columbia 
for  the  fiscal  year  1911.  The  amounts  total  about  10^  per  cent  of 
the  District  revenues. 
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Personal. 

Real  estate. 

Total. 

Steam  railroads  

I $3,667.15 
188, 188.  81 
108, 743. 34 
58,965.62 
62,543.50 
392.  63 
7,376.07 

$141,614.85 
24, 902.  36 
45, 596.  75 
14, 182.  38 
15,435.  48 
741.  28 

$145,282.00 
213,091.  17 
154,340.  09 
73, 148.  00 
77,978.98 
1,133.  91 
7,376.  07 

Street  railroads  

Gas  companies  

Potomac  Electric  Power  Co 

Telephone  companies 

Telegraph  companies  . 

Steamboat  companies  

Total 

672,350  22 

TRIENNIAL  ASSESSMENT. 

The  triennial  assessment  of  1912-1914  was  returned  January  1, 
1911,  and  shows  an  increase  over  the  triennial  assessment  of  1909-1911 
of  about  $30,000,000,  to  which  should  be  added  the  annual  improve- 
ments of  1910,  1911,  and  1912.  The  period  of  appeal  from  the 
return  of  the  assessors  was  from  the  first  Monday  in  January  to  the 
first  Monday  in  June,  1911.  This  office  made  every  effort  to  acquaint 
the  public  with  the  time  of  appeal,  both  through  the  newspapers 
and  by  direct  notice.  It  is  probable  that  more  newspaper  notice 
was  given  concerning  the  new  assessment  than  at  any  previous 
period.  During  the  course  of  the  work  all  books  were  open  to  the 
inspection  of  the  public,  so  that  there  was  not  at  any  time  any 
secret  operations  of  the  board,  and  the  public  was  invited  and  encour- 
aged in  every  way  to  inspect  the  records  and  give  aid  to  the  board 
by  submitting  views  either  orally  or  in  writing.  Nevertheless,  it 
seems  certain  that  many  persons  did  not  understand  the  importance 
of  the  appeal  notices  nor  the  force  of  the  fact  that  niter  the  time  of 
appeal  no  changes  could  be  made  for  three  years.  About  1,700 
appeals  were  received,  which  is  about  double  the  number  of  previous 
years,  but  is  only  a little  more  than  1 per  cent  of  real  estate  assessed 
in  the  District.  The  result  will  be  that  when  the  first  tax  bills  of  the 
new  triennial  assessment  are  given  out  next  May  many  persons  will 
feel,  for  the  first  time,  the  necessity  of  making  an  appeal,  which  will 
then  be  too  late  for  any  action.  This  is  a condition  that  will  always 
apply  to  any  assessment  made  at  the  end  of  a series  of  years  and  the 
real  remedy  can  be  found  in  a yearly  assessment. 

YEARLY  ASSESSMENT. 

A triennial  assessment  or  an  assessment  over  any  series  of  years 
is  very  well  applicable  to  county  or  State  assessments,  where  values 
change  but  little  from  year  to  year.  In  all  the  large  cities,  however, 
it  has  been  found  to  be  better  administration  to  have  yearly  assess- 
ments, and  this  seems  to  be  the  general  practice.  If  property  be 
assessed  each  year,  the  period  of  appeal  will  then  become  well  known, 
and  in  case  of  any  unequal  assessments  the  remedy  can  be  applied 
the  following  year  instead  of  waiting  three  years,  as  is  now  the  case. 
In  the  assessor’s  report  of  1909  a scheme  of  yearly  assessment  was 
submitted,  based  on  methods  in  vogue  in  several  of  our  large  cities, 
consisting  of  a plan  of  dividing  the  city  into  several  sections,  with  one 
or  two  assessors  for  each  section,  and  having  a board  of  review  of  three 
persons  who  have  no  part  in  the  initial  assessment.  This  would 
require  a radical  change  of  present  methods  and  the  same  result 
could  be  accomplished  by  a slight  amendment  to  the  real-estate  assess- 
12159—11 2 
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ment  act  of  August  14,  1894.  This  act  provides  for  an  assessment 
each  year  to  cover  new  buildings,  additions,  subdivisions,  and  omitted 
property.  The  amount  of  yearly  assessment  is  about  $8,000,000, 
which  is  nearly  the  same  as  the  yearly  increase  in  land  values.  This 
yearly  assessment  can  therefore  be  enlarged  in  its  functions  so  as  to 
take  in  any  property  where  values  have  undergone  a change  within 
the  year.  The  idea  would  be  to  amend  section  6 of  the  above- 
mentioned  act  so  that  there  should  be  no  requirement  as  to  assess- 
ment from  actual  view,  and  amending  section  11  to  provide  that  any 
squares  or  portions  of  squares  where  so  designated  by  the  commis- 
sioners should  be  assessed  in  any  year  in  the  same  manner  as  now 
provided  for  the  assessment  of  new  structures  and  additions. 

EQUALIZATION. 

At  present  there  are  about  140,000  pieces  or  parcels  or  lots  of  real 
estate  divided  among  an  ownership  of  38,000  persons.  To  view  all 
of  these  pieces  within  three  years  and  at  the  same  time  to  add  and 
keep  track  of  all  new  improvements  is  getting  to  be  a considerable 
burden  for  three  assessors.  Not  only  must  judgment  be  exercised 
in  equalizing  the  values,  but  the  assessors  must  keep  themselves 
acquainted  with  the  latest  transfers  and  legitimate  sales  of  property. 
Very  often  trades  are  made  and  the  valuations  named  in  the  transfer 
are  misleading  and  utterly  worthless  to  the  assessor  as  a guide  in  his 
work.  Property  sometimes  passes  hands  at  a bargian  price,  and 
again  some  individual  is  greatly  misled  in  his  estimate  of  what  a 
property  may  be  worth  and  pays  a sum  far  in  excess  of  its  true  value. 
These  matters  are  carefully  sifted  by  the  assessors  with  as  much  thor- 
oughness as  allowable  within  their  limited  time.  In  the  absence  of 
late  sales  they  must  be  guided  by  their  judgment  or  else  rely  upon 
the  testimony  of  persons  whose  judgments  are  known  to  be  conserv- 
ative and  reliable  in  real- estate  matters.  Very  often  the  rental  value 
of  property  can  be  used  as  a guide  to  its  worth,  although  this  may  be 
very  misleading  in  new  sections  or  in  places  influenced  by  peculiar 
or  changing  conditions. 

The  last  District  appropriation  bill  made  provision  for  a new  place 
of  record  clerk,  which  will  enable  this  office  to  gather  up  important 
data  in  regard  to  sales  and  transfers  of  property,  thus  giving  the 
assessors  a ready  guide  for  help  in  their  valuations.  Two  clerks 
were  requested  for  this  important  work,  but  only  one  was  provided 
for.  Although  one  will  be  of  material  help  in  the  assessment  work, 
it  is  still,  however,  our  desire  that  provision  be  made  for  an  additional 
record  clerk.  In  equalizing  values  in  the  completed  triennial  assess- 
ment special  attention  was  paid  to  the  business  portions  of  the  city 
and  to  those  sections  in  city  and  county  where  changes  in  value  seem 
to  have  been  influenced  by  some  local  condition,  and  also  by  facts 
brought  to  our  attention  by  appeals  from  assessments.  Attention 
was  given  to  the  criticism  so  often  made  that  small  properties  were 
paying  a larger  proportion  of  taxes  than  the  expensive  holdings. 
It  is  confidently  believed  that  such  a criticism  is  without  substantial 
foundation  in  the  present  assessment. 

It  was  found  in  the  course  of  the  work  of  equalization  that  certain 
sections  of  the  city  had  very  greatly  decreased  in  value  since  the 
previous  triennial  assessment  and  some  effort  was  made  to  adjust 
these  values,  but  owing  to  the  lack  of  time  the  adjustments  were  not 
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as  complete  as  we  desired  or  that  equity  demands.  It  is  confidently 
believed  that  two  record  clerks,  gathering  data  in  relation  to  such  cases 
would  help  adjust  many  of  these  inequalities  in  valuations  that  are 
now  acted  upon  too  hastily  because  of  stress  of  time. 

We  have  heretofore  recommended  that  the  time  for  filing  appeals 
be  limited  to  a period  from  the  first  Monday  of  January  to  the  first 
Monday  in  April  of  each  triennial  year,  without,  however,  changing 
the  period  now  fixed  by  law  for  the  consideration  of  appeals.  Should 
such  a change  be  made,  it  would  greatly  aid  in  the  more  equitable 
adjustment  of  the  tax  levies  by  giving  the  assessors  more  time  to 
investigate  the  merits  of  the  appeals.  Many  appeals  are  now  filed 
at  the  very  close  of  the  period  authorized  by  law  for  their  reception, 
viz,  the  first  Monday  in  June.  The  \slw  also  provides  that  the  valu- 
ations made  and  equalized  as  aforesaid  shall  be  completed  as  nearly 
as  practicable  on  the  first  Monday  of  June.  For  administrative 
reasons,  in  transcribing  the  work  for  the  approval  of  the  commission- 
ers, the  preparation  of  the  tax  ledgers  and  bills  for  the  November 
payments,  etc.,  we  are  impelled  to  conclude  our  work  on  the  equali- 
zation and  appeals  as  early  after  the  first  Monday  of  June  as  possible. 
We  therefore  earnestly  hope  this  change  in  the  law  may  be  made. 


t DESIGNATION  OF  CITY  LOTS. 

( 


When  the  city  was  first  laid  out  into  blocks  and  lots  they  were 
numbered,  so  that  each  parcel  had  a designation  that  did  not  confuse 
it  with  other  lots.  As  these  lots  were  too  large  to  build  upon,  they 
became  divided  through  deeds  into  various  parcels  without  distinctive 
numbers.  This  necessitated  an  abbreviated  description  from  the 
deed  being  carried  on  the  tax  records.  Thus  lot  1 became  divided 
into  the  east  20  feet  front  by  full  depth,  the  west  30  feet  front  by 
full  depth,  and  the  middle  front  by  full  depth. 

These  abbreviations  were  often  imperfect  or  faulty  in  description, 
were  awkward  to  handle  in  ledgers  and  bills,  and  have  resulted  in  the 
cancellation  of  many  sales  because  it  was  found  impossible  to  give 
deeds  with  accurate  designations.  An  act  was  passed  in  1899  to 
remedy  this  defect,  but  no  money  was  appropriated  to  carry  it  into 
effect,  and  it  was  found  impossible  for  the  assessor’s  office  to  do  the 
work  required  without  additional  force.  The  act  of  1899  applied 
to  the  whole  District. 

The  act  of  February  23,  1905,  for  designating  parcels  of  land  for  the 
purpose  of  assessment  and  taxation  gives  a simple  and  effective 
method  of  distinctive  numbering  in  the  county,  while  the  old  method 
of  inaccurate  designation  still  prevails  in  the  city.  For  a number  of 
years  efforts  have  been  put  forth  to  induce  Congress  to  give  force  to 
the  act  of  1899  so  as  to  apply  it  to  the  city.  It  was  by  the  merest 
chance  that  legislation  of  this  kind  failed  in  the  session  ending  March 
4,  1911.  The  bill  had  already  passed  the  Senate  and  barely  failed 
of  passage  in  the  House  on  next  to  the  last  day  of  the  session. 


CERTIFICATES  OF  TAXES. 

During  the  fiscal  year  ended  June  30,  1911,  8,937  tax  certificates 
were  issued  as  against  9,169  in  1910.  A fee  of  50  cents  was  collected 
for  each  certificate,  amounting  in  the  aggregate  to  $4,468.50. 
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In  addition  to  the  certificates  above  mentioned  for  which  a fee  is 
charged  there  have  been  during  the  past  fiscal  year  issued  by  this 
office  838  free  certificates,  accompanying  subdivisions,  condemnations 
of  land,  and  tax  deeds,  involving  the  same  care  in  their  preparation 
as  the  regular  certificates  of  taxes. 

WATER-MAIN  DIVISION. 

During  the  fiscal  year  ended  June  30,  1911,  assessment  for  water 
mains  were  levied  to  the  amount  of  $127,350.06,  or  $7,198.23  more 
than  last  year.  During  the  same  period  the  collection  amounted  to 
$101,987.53,  as  against  $76,905.15  for  last  year.  About  3,500 
notices  have  been  delivered. 

All  water  mains  laid  under  general  authority  vested  in  the  com- 
missioners are  assessed  under  the  requirements  of  the  act  of  April  22, 
1904.  This  act,  which  also  provides  for  the  laying  of  service  sewers, 
needs  amendment  in  accordance  with  recommendations  made  by  the 
commissioners  during  last  year.  If  this  measure  becomes  a law  it 
will  equalize  the  assessments  where  a distinction  now  prevails  between 
unsubdivided  and  subdivided  property. 

ARREARS  OF  TAXES. 

The  arrears  division  has  in  its  custody  the  records  of  tax  arrearages 
and  tax  sales,  including  all  ledgers  for  general  taxes  with  the  excep- 
tion of  those  for  the  current  year.  A special  feature  of  these  records 
is  a carefully  kept  card  index,  which  contains  an  individual  card  for 
each  lot  or  parcel  of  land  showing  thereon  at  a glance  all  unpaid 
general  taxes  together  with  a reference  to  book  and  folio  of  all  special 
tax  and  water  main  assessments.  This  division  sends  out  notices 
twice  a year  to  delinquent  property  owners  and  prepares  all  bills  for 
payment  of  back  taxes  and  interest  thereon  and  for  redemption  from 
tax  sales. 

The  records  show  many  pieces  of  property  in  arrears  for  taxes  for 
more  than  20  years,  but  it  is  not  customary  to  exact  payment  beyond 
this  period  nor  to  recite  more  than  20  years  in  a certificate  of  taxes 
due.  This  custom,  or  rule,  is  based  upon  the  decision  of  the  Supreme 
Court  of  the  District  of  Columbia  in  the  case  of  the  Baltimore  & Ohio 
Railroad  Company  v.  the  District  of  Columbia  (3  MacArthur,  122), 
which  reads  in  part  as  follows: 

In  regard  to  the  length  of  time  for  which  the  company  should  be  held  liable,  we  are 
of  opinion  that  such  liability  reaches  back  a period  of  20  years  from  the  institution  of 
the  present  suit.  It  is  a liability  created  by  statute,  and  nothing  short  of  a lapse  of 
time  sufficient  to  raise  the  presumption  of  payment  will  exonerate  the  property  from 
its  liability,  and  that  period  is  20  years. 

The  corporation  counsel,  in  an  opinion  rendered  September  8, 
1902,  held  that  this  case  merely  decided  that  the  tax  was  not  to  be 
collected  where  the  remedy  had  not  been  applied  for  a period  of  20 
years,  and  that  where  the  remedy  had  been  applied  “no  statute  of 
limitation,  nor  any  presumption  of  payment  from  lapse  of  time, 
affects  the  right  given  to  the  Commissioners  of  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia to  sell  property  for  back  taxes.”  It  would  seem  from  this  that 
some  remedial  legislation  is  needed  to  settle  the  status  of  these  back 
taxes. 
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Attention  is  invited  to  the  fact  that  the  provision  of  section  5 , act 
of  March  3, 1877,  directing  the  commissioners,  in  cases  where  property 
offered  for  sale  had  been  bought  in  by  the  District,  to  apply  to  the 
supreme  court  of  said  District,  sitting  in  equity,  for  enforcement  of 
the  lien  thus  acquired,  was  repealed  by  the  tax-sale  law  of  February 
28,  1898,  as  mended  by  the  act  of  July  1,  1902,  and  a method  of 
private  sale  adopted  in  lieu  of  proceedings  in  equity.  This  substi- 
tute method,  after  a full  and  fair  trial,  proved  to  be  unsatisfactory, 
and  has  been  tacitly  discontinued. 

The  corporation  counsel  reported  against  the  lien-enforcement  clause 
of  the  act  of  March  3,  1877,  on  the  ground  that  it  was  expensive  and 
cumbersome,  and  led  to  a multiplicity  of  suits,  but  experience 
teaches  that  this  or  some  similar  measure  is  absolutely  necessary  to 
insure  the  collection  of  tax  arrearages,  which  aggregate  more  than 
$600,000.  During  the  Sixty-first  Congress  a bill  embodying  this 
feature  was  introduced  as  an  amendment  to  the  present  tax-sale  law, 
but  after  languishing  for  months  in  committee  it  failed  of  enactment 
by  the  expiration  of  Congress.  It  is  greatly  to  be  desired  that 
renewed  efforts  in  this  direction  be  made  at  the  ensuing  session,  as 
the  matter  is  one  of  too  much  importance  to  be  longer  deferred. 

LICENSES. 

Receipts  from  all  licenses,  not  including  liquor  licenses,  amount  to 
$120,749.57  for  the  fiscal  year  1911.  The  number  of  liquor  licenses, 
issued  for  the  same  period  was  525  barrooms  and  127  wholesales 
amounting  to  $458,295.10. 

PROPOSED  AMENDMENTS  TO  THE  LICENSE  LAWS. 

Proposed  changes  in  the  excise  liquor  laws  have  been  embodied 
in  bills  introduced  from  time  to  time  in  Congress  and  these  have  been 
submitted  to  the  excise  board  for  consideration.  The  duty  of  the 
board  is  to  take  action  on  all  applications  for  license  to  sell  intoxicat- 
ing liquors  and  the  board  does  not  feel  in  a position  to  suggest  a 
radical  departure  from  the  law  under  which  it  is  required  to  act. 
About  three  years  ago  the  board  gave  its  view  on  certain  bad  features 
of  the  present  law,  and,  with  letter  dated  January  28,  1909,  to  the 
commissioners,  submitted  a draft  of  a bill  which,  if  enacted  into  law, 
would  make  the  sale  of  intoxicating  liquors  less  objectionable  and 
would  tend  to  modify  if  not  eliminate  many  harmful  influences. 

The  act  of  July  1,1902,  under  which  miscellaneous  licenses  are 
collected,  needs  amendment,  so  as  to  equalize  the  tax  on  trades  and 
professions.  In  the  assessor’s  reports  of  1905  and  1907  the  suggested 
changes  were  explained  at  length,  several  of  the  needs  of  amendment 
having  been  occasioned  by  adverse  court  decisions  which  nullified 
parts  of  the  license  laws.  Three  decisions  by  the  Court  of  Appeals  of 
the  District  of  Columbia  gave  rulings  adverse  to  the  District  on  the 
following  parts  of  the  District  appropriation  act,  approved  July  1, 1902 : 

In  the  case  of  Lapping.  District  of  Columbia,  it  was  decided,  May  5, 
1903,  that  paragraph  15,  section  6,  of  the  above  act,  requiring  one 
class  of  brokers  to  pay  $250  per  annum  and  another  class  to  pay  $100 
per  annum,  was  unreasonable  discrimination  and  unconstitutional. 
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In  the  case  of  Lockwood  v.  District  of  Columbia,  it  was  decided, 
February  7,  1905,  that  the  term  “ claim  agent,”  used  in  paragraph  46, 
section  7,  of  the  license  law  of  1902,  was  too  uncertain  and  vague  to 
be  enforced. 

In  the  case  of  the  District  of  Columbia  v.  Chapman,  it  was  decided, 
February  21,  1905,  that  the  term  “other  contractors,”  used  in  para- 
graph 46,  section  7,  of  the  license  law  of  1902,  was  too  vague  and 
uncertain  to  be  enforced. 

In  addition  to  these  court  rulings,  it  has  been  decided  by  legal 
opinion,  that  paragraph  46,  section  7,  of  the  license  law,  requiring 
cigar  dealers  to  pay  $12  per  annum,  does  not  cover  persons  dealing 
in  other  forms  of  tobacco.  There  are  many  cases  also  where  the  amount 
of  fee  for  different  classes  of  business  seems  inequitable,  as,  for  instance, 
apothecaries  pay  $6  per  annum,  cigar  dealers  $12  per  annum,  and 
second-hand  dealers  $40  per  annum.  These  and  several  others  should 
be  equalized.  A slight  amendment  is  needed  to  the  act  approved 
February  9,  1906  (Public  No.  14),  relating  to  storage  of  oils.  As  the 
act  now  stands  no  license  can  be  issued  for  proportional  parts  of  the 
year.  Legislation  authorizing  the  commissioners  to  revoke  certain 
licenses  to  eating  houses,  entertainments,  fortune  tellers,  etc.,  seems 
necessary  in  the  interest  of  public  health,  safety,  and  comfort. 

Under  date  of  January  23,  .1907,  the  commissioners  forwarded  to 
Congress  a request  for  the  enactment  of  a bill  regulating  certain  licenses 
in  the  District  of  Columbia,  and  for  other  purposes,  which  embraced 
remedies  for  most  of  the  foregoing  cases,  but  the  only  action  taken 
was  the  introduction  of  two  bills  (S.  8046  and  H.  R.  24931).  These 
appear  to  have  received  little  attention  since  their  introduction,  and 
it  is  earnestly  requested  that  the  subject  be  again  considered  by  the 
commissioners  and  brought  to  the  attention  of  Congress. 

WHEEL  TAX. 

This  tax  first  appeared  in  the  District  appropriation  bill,  approved 
March  3,  1909,  but  on  account  of  the  difficulty  of  enforcing  the  law  an 
amendment  to  the  license  act  of  1902  was  included  in  the  District 
appropriation  act,  approved  May  18,  1910.  Under  the  requirements 
of  this  last  act  this  office  sent  out  new  bills  for  one  year,  running 
from  May  18,  1910,  to  May  18,  1911,  and  as  such  bills  were  not  paid 
this  office  attempted  to  enforce  their  collection  under  the  provisions 
of  the  act  of  Congress  approved  July  1,  1902,  relating  to  the  collection 
of  licenses  in  the  District  of  Columbia.  By  way  of  precaution  no 
attempt  was  made  to  collect  the  tax  until  the  year  had  ended.  On 
the  4th  of  August,  1911,  information  was  filed  in  the  police  court 
charging  a certain  owner  of  an  automobile  with  operating  without 
paying  a wheel  tax.  On  August  16,  1911,  Judge  Pugh  decided  the 
case  in  favor  of  the  District.  It  has  been  carried  to  the  court  of 
appeals,  where  it  is  now  pending. 

ESTIMATED  REVENUES. 

During  September,  1911,  a committee  consisting  of  the  auditor,  the 
assessor,  and  the  collector  of  taxes  prepared  and  submitted,  by  order 
of  March  22,  1911,  a statement  of  the  estimated  revenues  of  the  Dis- 
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trict  of  Columbia  (exclusive  of  the  revenues  of  the  water  department) 
for  the  fiscal  year  to  end  June  30,  1913.  A copy  of  the  report  is  as 
follows : 


Realty  taxes. 

Personal  taxes 

Special  reimbursable  taxes 

Penalty  and  interest  on  taxes 

Pees: 

Sealer  of  weights  and  measures 

Surveyor 

Health  department  permits 

Pees: 

Dog  pound 

Inspector  of  gas  and  meters 

Sewer  and  gas  permits 

Water  permits 

Railing  permits 

Fees,  tax  certificates 

Building  permits 

Electrical  permits 

Landing  and  storing  wood,  fees 

Police  court  fines 

Juvenile  court  fines 

Municipal  court  fees 

Liquor  licenses 

Plumbers’  licenses 

Insurance  licenses 

Engineers’  licenses 

Dog  taxes 

Miscellaneous  licenses 

Markqt  rents 

Hay  scales  and  fish  wharves,  rental 

Rent  of  wharves,  street  termini  buildings 

Advertising  taxes 

Street  extensions,  assessments  and  interest 

Public  convenience  stations 

Public  crematorium,  fees 

Pipe  ljne 

Bathing-beach  receipts 

Sale  of  old  material 

Municipal  lodging  house,  labor  of  inmates 

Tuition,  public  schools 

Forfeiture  of  contractors ’deposits 

Miscellaneous  items 

Surplus  fees,  recorder  of  deeds,  register  of  wills,  sale  of  old  material  and 

products  by  District  institutions 

Motor- vehicle  tags 

Sale  of  old  houses 

Wheel  tax 

Motor- vehicle  operators 

Special  assessments 

Elevator  operators 


$5, 030,  000 
1,  200,  000 
500 

35. 000 

6. 500 

22. 000 
400 

1,000 

2,000 

4.000 

1.500 
500 

4.500 

30. 000 

5.000 
50 

85,  000 
2,  000 

35. 000 
460,  000 

50 

90,  000 
250 

18. 000 
125, 000 

27,  000 

2.000 
8, 000 
2,  500 

50,  000 
2,000 
100 
300 
800 

1.500 
200 
600 
100 

1,000 

10,  250 

5.000 
100 

10,  000 

1.000 
80,  000 

250 


Total 7,360,950 

Less  estimated  amount  to  be  deducted  from  police  court  fines  and  dog 
taxes  for  credit  of  policemen’s  and  firemen’s  relief  funds 100,  000 


Total  available 


7,  260,  950 


SUMMARY. 

The  work  of  the  office  has  consisted  of  writing  some  30  tax  ledgers, 
both  real  and  personal,  the  rendition  of  current,  arrears,  and  special- 
assessment  bills,  reports  upon  subdivisions  and  tax  certificates,  the 
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issuance  of  licenses,  official  action  upon  jackets  and  reports,  and 
transfers  covered  in  instruments  of  conveyance,  which  have  to  be 
noted  upon  the  card  records  as  well  as  the  ledgers. 

All  the  clerks  are  to  be  commended  for  their  faithful  and  efficient 
work  and  for  their  willing  response  to  extra  work  without  additional 
compensation. 

1 have  included  in  the  appendix  the  estimates  of  the  assessor’s 
office  for  the  fiscal  year  1913,  a statement  of  general  licenses  issued 
for  the  year  ending  June  30,  1911,  certificates  for  miscellaneous 
deposits,  and  a list  of  license  rates  as  fixed  by  law. 

Very  respectfully, 

Wm.  P.  Richards, 
Assessor,  District  of  Columbia. 

The  Commissioners  of  the  District  of  Columbia. 


APPENDIX. 


Estimate  of  amounts  necessary  for  support  of  assessor’s  office  for  the  fiscal  year  to  end 

June  30,  1913. 


Name  of  officer  or 
employee. 

Title  of  officer  and  subject  of  estimate. 

Appropri- 
ated, 1912. 

Estimated, 

1913. 

Wm.  P.  Richards 

Assessor,  District  of  Columbia,  $3,500;  chairman  excise 

$4,000 

$4,000 

and  other  boards,  $500. 

2,000 

2,000 

do 

2,000 

2,000 

W H.  Coombs  

Clerk 

1,400 

1,400 

J.  W.  Harkness  1 

do 

1,400 

1,600 

Richard  TTfl.mil ton  . . 

Clerk,  arrears  division 

1,400 

1,400 

Prank  W.  Cheek  . . 

Clerk 

1,400 

1,400 

M.  G.  Dent 

do 

1,200 

1,200 

B.  K.  Winchell 

do 

1,200 

1,200 

S.  D.  Gage  . 

do 

1,200 

1,200 

H.  F,.  Woodward  

do 

1.200 

1,200 

Mortimer  Clarke  

Draftsman 

1,200 

1,200 

H.  A.  Darneille  ■ 

Clerk 

1,000 

1,000 

M.  S.  Herring  

do 

1,000 

1,000 

G.  D.  Holmes  . 

do 

1,000 

1,000 

N.  H.  Stellwag 

do 

1,000 

1,000 

M.  L.  Gibbs 

do 

1,000 

1,000 

A.  E.  Grant. . . 

do 

1.000 

1,000 

C.  A.  Williams  

Assistant  or  clerk 

900 

900 

A.  G.  Trow 

Clerk  in  charge  of  records . 

1,000 

1,000 

K.  W.  Humphries 

Clerk 

900 

900 

Henry  Naylor 

do 

900 

900 

A.  L.  Cheney 

License  clerk . > 

1,200 

1,200 

W.  J.  Donovan 

Inspector  of  licenses 

1,200 

1,200 

Wm.  D.  Montague 

Assistant  inspector  of  licenses 

1,000 

1,000 

Wm.  Moten  2 

Messenger 

600 

675 

C.  H.  Mackall 

do 

450 

450 

Matthew  Trimble 

Assistant  assessor,  District  of  Columbia 

3,000 

3,000 

Samuel  T.  Kalbfus 

do 

3,000 

3, 000 

Alexander  McKenzie 

do 

3,000 

3,000 

A.  F.  Entwisle 

Clerk,  board  of  assistant  assessors  

1,500 

1,500 

F.  A.  Griffin 

Messenger  and  driver,  board  of  assistant  assessors 

600 

600 

M.  L.  Granville 

Clerk 

720 

720 

G.  L.  Schooler 

do 

720 

720 

John  T.  Bardroff 

Record  clerk 

1,500 

1,500 

Temporary  clerk  hire 

500 

500 

Record  clerk 3 

2, 100 

Temporary  clerk  hire,  preparation  of  numerical  books. . 

2,000 

Total 

50, 290 

50,665 

1 This  clerk,  who  has  been  in  the  employ  of  the  District  for  some  years,  is  required  to  have  and  does  have 
a clear  knowledge  of  real  estate  law  for  the  proper  execution  of  transfers  of  realty,  as  set  forth  on  the  daily 
records  of  the  offices  of  the  register  of  wills  and  recorder  of  deeds  on  the  books  of  the  assessor’s  office,  and 
the  carefulness  and  accuracy  of  his  work  are  shown  by  the  absence  of  errors.  His  present  salary  is  deemed 
not  commensurate  with  his  usefulness. 

2 This  messenger  has  become  valuable  because  of  his  long  connection  with  the  office  and  his  ability  to 
act  partly  as  a clerk.  It  is  believed  this  small  increase  is  more  than  deserved. 

3 One  additional  record  clerk,  intended  as  aid  to  the  board  of  assistant  assessors,  is  requested,  at  $2,100 
per  annum.  I believe  that  much  aid  and  necessary  help  would  be  given  to  the  board  if  this  office  had  a 
better  and  complete  system  for  listing  the  prices  of  the  most  recent  sales  or  transfers  of  real  estate.  The 
best  results  could  be  obtained  by  employing  two  parties  who  are  conversant  with  real  estate  conditions 
in  the  District  of  Columbia  and  whose  duty  would  be  to  obtain  in  a confidential  manner  prices  of  sales  of 
realty,  and  who  would  keep  strictly  up  to  date  a card  index,  showing  such  prices  and  containing  the  numbers 
of  the  squares,  lot,  and  house.  During  the  last  few  years  some  effort  has  been  made  toward  instituting 
such  a system,  but  most  of  the  valuations  shown  on  these  cards  have  been  from  sales  in  judicial  proceedings 
and  from  such  prices  as  could  be  obtained  from  various  deeds. 


15 


16 


REPORT  OF  THE  ASSESSOR, 


Estimate  of  amounts  necessary  for  support  of  assessor's  office  for  the  fiscal  year  to  end 

June  30,  1913 — Continued. 


Name  of  officer  or 
employee. 

Title  of  officer  and  subject  of  estimate. 

Appropri- 
ated, 1912. 

Estimated, 

1913. 

EXCISE  BOARD. 

It.  Williams 

$2,000 

1,200 

$2,000 

1,200 

C.  S.  Cotton 

Clerk 

D.  W.  Fleming 

do 

1,000 

1,000 

W.  J.  North 

600 

600 

Total 

4,800 

4,800 

PERSONAL-TAX  BOARD. 

E.  M.  Talcott 

3,000 

3.000 
1,800 
1,400 

1.000 
1,200 
1,200 

3,000 

3.000 
1,800 
1,400 

1.000 
1,200 

B.  F.  Adams 

do 

F.  A.  Gunther 

Appraiser  of  personal  property 

D.  H.  Edwards 

Clerk,  board  personal-tax  appraisers 

K.  C.  Berry 

Assistant  clerk,  board  personal-tax  appraisers 

A.  Bradshaw 

Inspector 

F.  M.  Langston 

do 

1,200 

E.  B.  Fletcher 

do 

1,200 

2,000 

1,200 

Extra  clerk  hire 

2,000 

Total 

15,800 

15,800 

SPECIAL  ASSESSMENT 
OFFICE. 

J.  W.  Daniel 

Special  assessment  clerk 

2,000 

1,200 

1,200 

2,000 

1,200 

E.  W.  Bishopp 

Clerk 

D.  M.  Cridler 

do 

1,200 

W.  H.  De  Shields 1 

do 

1,200 

1,500 

H.  W.  Hamilton  1 

do 

1,200 

1,500 

L.  Addison 

do 

1,200 

1,200 

1,200 

R.  J.  Jones 

do 

1,200 

1,200 

E.  E.  Fisher 

do 

1,200 

P.  S.  Bulla 

do 

900 

900 

L.  T.  Sturgis 

do 

900 

900 

W.  W.  Dent 

do 

750 

750 

Total 

12,950 

13,550 

Grand  total 

83,840 

84,815 

i These  two  clerks  have  been  engaged  on  work  in  the  special  assessment  office  requiring  very  careful 
attention  and  a thorough  knowledge  of  a technical  nature.  The  small  increases  proposed  are  considered 
a recognition  of  their  ability  and  devotion. 
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Receipts  from  licenses  during  the  year  ended  June  30,  1911. 


Business. 


Amount. 


Increase. 

Decrease. 

Number 
in  each 
class. 

$44.50 

238 

225.01 

18 

338. 51 

30 

5 

20. 01 

10 

202.00 

257 

99. 99 

39 

20. 83 

10 

31.50 

9 

31.24 

33 

51.25 

30 

30.  00 

35 

543. 00 

1,745 

64.59 

67 

2 

44.  00 

71 

246.  76 

235 

50. 25 

522 

564.00 

1,755 

291. 67 

91.67 

28 

40.00 

578 

98.80 

58 

3.  75 

46 

87. 84 

81 

166. 67 

40.00 

60 

4. 18 

188 

50.00 

1 

43.  77 

67 

366.85 

74 

91.67 

20 

458. 25 

296 

8 

411.00 

703 

12.50 

3 

78.00 

665 

37.49 

275 

14.  33 

29 

41.66 

9 

5.50 

248 

60. 41 

58 

1 

2, 758.32 

2,345.13 

8,607 

Apothecaries 

Auctioneers 

Automobile  storage 

Banks  and  bankers 

Bill  posters 

Billiard,  pool,  and  other  tables,  bowling  alleys. 

Brokers,  note 

Brewers  and  brewers’  agents 

Boarding  houses 

Baths,  mediums,  clairvoyants,  palmists 

Cattle  dealers 

Commission  merchants 

Cigar  dealers 

Contractors,  building 

Carriage  and  wagon  builders 

Confectioners 

Dealers  in  second-hand  personal  property 

Dealers  in  markets 

Dealers  in  oils  (gasoline) 

Distillers 

Employment  agencies 

Entertainments  (all  kinds) 

Fuel  hucksters 

Florists 

Hotels 

Investment  companies 

Livery  stables 

Laundries 

Land  and  improvement  companies 

Peddlers 

Public  halls 

Public  parks 

Public  passenger  vehicles 

Pawnbrokers 

Produce  dealers 

Railroad  ticket  brokers 

Restaurants  and  eating  houses 

Real  estate  agents 

Slot  machines 

Theaters 

Transfer  fees 

Undertakers 

Washington  Stock  Exchange 


$1, 415. 00 

1.566. 67 
1,282.  77 
2, 500.  00 

180.  01 
8,556.00 

3.941.67 
2,395. 84 

145.  67 
777. 09 
401. 25 

1.356. 67 
19,  569.  00 

1, 587.  51 
.50.00 
827.  00 
8,506.79 
2, 560. 31 
3, 151.  00 


560.43 
2,431.00 
303.  39 
660.  00 
4,977.16 


3, 534.  09 
2,050. 01 

50.00 
754. 22 

7,058.  36 
908. 35 

1.864.00 
800.  00 

7.905.00 

75.00 
10, 464.  00 
12, 654. 30 

106.00 

825. 00 
124.  00 

1.375. 01 

500.00 


Total. 


120, 749.  57 


Total  receipts  from  licenses,  1911-12 $120, 749. 57 

Total  receipts  from  licenses,  1910-11 120, 336. 38 

Total  increase 413. 19 


During  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1911,  this  office  issued  81 
engineer  licenses,  amounting  to  $243,  and  during  the  same  period 
95  wheel-tax  bills  were  paid,  amounting  to  $471.67. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  ASSESSOR. 


List  of  rates  of  licenses  'prescribed  by  act  approved  July  1 , 1902. 


Business. 


When 

due. 


Agricultural  exhibits. 


Nov.  1 


Amusements  not  otherwise  provided  for do. 

Apothecaries do. 

Art  exhibits do. 


Athletic  grounds 

Auctioneers 

Automatic  machines.  (See  Slot  machines.) 
Automobiles,  autovehicles,  etc 

Automobile  establishments 

Balls 

Bankers,  private  (not  incorporated) 

Barrooms ' 


Baseball  grounds. 
Baths 


Billposters 

Billiard  rooms. 


Nov.  1 

July  1 
Nov.  1 


July  1 
Nov.  1 


Nov.  1 


.do. 

.do. 


Boarding  houses,  public . 

Bowling  alleys 

Boxing  schools 

Brewers 

Brewers’  agents 

Brokers: 

Real  estate 

Railroad  ticket 

Note 

Building  contractors 


.do. 

.do. 

.do. 

.do. 

.do. 


. ..do 

...do 

July  1 
Nov.  1 


Carnivals. 


.do. 


Carriages  for  hire 

Carriage  and  wagon  establishments. 
Cattle  dealers 


July  1 

Nov.  1 
. ..do 


Cattle  exhibits. 


.do. 


Cigar  dealers 

Circuses 

Clairvoyants 

Commission  merchants 

Concerts 

Confectionery  establishments . 

Contractors  of  all  kinds 

Cook  shops 

Dairy  lunches 

Dealers  in  markets 

Distillers  or  rectifiers 

Druggists 

Eating  houses 

Electromobiles 

Employment  agencies 

Entertainments 


.do. 


Nov.  1 
Nov.  1 


Nov.  1 

. . . do 

. . .do 

. . .do 

. . .do 

. ..do 

. . .do 

. . .do 

July  1 
Nov.  1 


Entertainment  halls. 


Nov.  1 


Exhibition  halls. 


Exhibits:  Agricultural,  art,  cattle,  floral,  food, 
freaks,  industrial,  mechanical,  museums 
poultry,  side  shows,  etc. 


.do. 
. . .do. 


Rate. 


Remarks. 


$100 

10 

5 

3 

100 

10 

5 
3 

6 

100 

10 

5 

3 

20 

5 

100 


Per  annum. 

Per  week. 

Each  subsequent  week. 
Per  day. 

Per  annum. 

Per  week. 

Each  subsequent  week. 
Per  day. 

Per  annum. 

Do. 

Per  week. 

Each  subsequent  week. 
Per  day. 

Per  week. 

Per  day. 

Per  annum. 


9 

25 

2 

3 

500 

800 

20 

5 

25 

20 

12 


1 

12 

12 

250 

250 


Do. 

License  for  10  vehicles  per  annum. 
Each  additional  vehicle. 

Per  night. 

Per  annum. 

Do. 

Per  week. 

Per  day. 

Turkish,  Russian,  or  medicated,  per 
annum. 

Per  annum. 

Per  annum,  for  each  billiard,  bagatelle, 
jenny  lind,  or  pool  table,  shuffle- 
board,  or  other  legitimate  game  table. 
Per  annum  for  each  room. 

Per  annum. 

Do. 


Do. 

Do. 


50 

25 

100 

25 

100 

10 

5 
3 

6 
9 
9 

25 

15 

100 

10 

5 

3 

12 

200 

25 

40 

3 

12 

25 

18 

18 

5 

250 

6 
18 

9 

25 

3 

100 

10 

5 

3 

100 

10 

5 

3 

100 

10 

5 

3 


Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Per  week. 

Each  subsequent  week. 

Per  day. 

Drawn  by  1 animal,  per  annum. 
More  than  1 animal,  per  annum. 

By  other  motive  power,  per  annum. 
Per  annum. 

Do. 

Do. 

Per  week. 

Each  additional  week. 

Per  day. 

Per  annum. 

Per  day. 

Per  annum. 

Do. 

Per  night. 

Per  annum. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Per  annum  (act  June  19, 1906) 

Per  night. 

Per  annum. 

Per  week. 

Each  subsequent  week. 

Per  day. 

Per  annum. 

Per  week. 

Each  subsequent  week. 

Per  day. 

Per  annum. 

Per  week. 

Each  subsequent  week. 

Per  day. 
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List  of  rates  of  licenses  'prescribed  by  act  approved  July  1 , 1902 — Continued. 


Business. 


Explosives. 

Fairs . 

Fencing  schools. 

Florists. 

Flying  horses.  (See  Merry-go-rounds.) 
Football  grounds . 

Fireworks . 

Fortune  tellers. 

Fuel  hucksters . 

General  brokers . 

General  brokers  (member  of  stock  exchange) . . 

Golf  grounds . 

Gasoline. 

Gymnasiums. 

Hacks.  (See  Carriage.) 

Hand  laundries. 

Hotels. 

Hucksters . 

Ice-cream  parlors . 

Improvement  and  land  companies.  (See 
Land  and  improvement  companies.) 
Inflammable  oils— kerosene. 

Investment  associations . 

Land  and  improvement  companies. 

Laundries . 


When 

due. 


Lawn  fetes.  (See  Picnics.) 


Lecture  halls . 


Livery  stables . 

Liquor  dealers: 

Retail . 

Wholesale . 

Liquors,  brewers  or  manufacturers  of. 

Market  dealers  of  all  kinds. 

Massage  establishments. 

Maturity  associations. 

Medicated  baths.  (See  Baths.) 

Mediums . 

Merry-go-rounds. 

Note  brokers . 

Omnibuses . 

Oyster  houses. 

Palmists . 

Passenger  transportation  lines. 

Pawnbrokers . 

Peddlers . 

Picnic  grounds . 

Polo  grounds . 

Pool  rooms . 

Private  banks  or  bankers  (not  incorporated).. 
Produce  dealers 

Race  tracks 

Real  estate  brokers.  (See  Brokers,  real  estate.) 
Rectifiers.  (See  Distillers.) 

Restaurants 

Russian  baths.  (See  Baths.) 

Second-hand  dealers  of  all  kinds . 

“Seeing  Washington  cars.”  (See  Passenger 
transportation  lines.) 


Nov.  1 

do 

do 

July  1 
. . .do 


Nov.  1 
.do 


Apr.  1 
Nov.  1 


Rate. 


Remarks. 


Nov.  1 


.do. 


Nov.  1 
.do 


.do. 


.do 

Apr.  1 


Nov.  1 


Nov. 

July 

Apr. 


Nov.  1 
.do 


Per  annum  (act  Feb.  9,  1906). 

Do. 

Per  week. 

Each  subsequent  week. 

Per  day. 

Per  annum. 

Do. 

Per  week. 

Per  day. 

Per  annum  (act  Feb.  9,  1906). 

Per  annum. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Per  week. 

Per  day. 

Per  annum  (act  Feb.  9, 1906). 

Per  annum. 

Do. 

Per  annum  for  each  room  for  accom- 
modation of  guests. 

Per  annum  for  each  vehicle. 

Per  annum. 


Per  annum  for  storing  (act  Feb.  9, 1906). 
Per  annum. 

Do. 

Steam  or  other  power,  per  annum. 

Per  annum,  operated  by  hand. 


Per  annum. 

Per  week. 

Each  subsequent  week. 
Per  day. 

Per  annum  for  10  stalls. 
Each  additional  stall. 


Do. 

Per  week. 

Each  subsequent  week. 

Per  day. 

Per  annum. 

Per  annum,  1 animal. 

Per  annum,  more  than  1 animal. 

Per  annum. 

Do. 

Per  annum  for  each  vehicle  not  exceed 
ing  10  passengers. 

Per  annum,  exceeding  10  passengers. 
Per  annum. 

Do. 

Do. 

Per  week. 

Each  subsequent  week. 

Per  day. 

Per  week. 

Per  day. 

Per  annum. 

Do. 

Per  annum  for  each  vehicle. 

Per  week. 

Per  day. 
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List  of  rates  of  licenses  prescribed  by  act  approved  July  1,  1902 — Continued. 


Business. 

When 

due. 

Shooting  galleries 

Nov.  1 
. . .do 

Slot  machines 

. . .do 

Soothsayers 

.do 

Stock  exchange,  W ashington 

Theaters 

July  1 
Nov.  1 

. . .do 

Ticket  brokers,  railroad.  (See  Brokers, 
ticket.) 

Tournaments.  (See  Race  tracks.) 

Turkish  baths.  (See  Baths.) 

Undertakers 

Vehicles  for  hire 

July  1 
Nov.  1 

July  1 

Victualers 

Wagon-making  establishments.  (See  Car- 
riage-making establishments.) 

Washington  Stock  Exchange 

Rate. 


Remarks. 


12 

100 

10 

5 

3 

2 

50 

25 

500 

100 

20 

10 


Per  annum. 

Do. 

Per  week. 

Each  subsequent  week. 

Per  day. 

Per  annum,  each  machine. 

Per  annum,  unlimited  number. 
Per  annum. 

Do. 

Do. 

Per  week. 

Less  than  1 week. 


25  Per  annum. 

6 Per  annum,  1 animal. 

9 Per  annum,  more  than  1 animal. 

9 Per  annum,  horseless  or  motor  vehicle. 
18  Per  annum. 


500 


Do. 


Steam  engineer’s  licenses  are  of  three  grades — first,  second,  and  third,  the  fee  for 
each  being  $3.  Examination  before  board  of  engineers  is  required.  Licenses  are 
good  until  revoked  or  changed  to  higher  grade.  (Act  of  Feb.  28,  1887.) 

Dealers  in  deadly  and  dangerous  weapons  are  required  to  file  bonds  of  $1,000  each, 
but  no  fee  is  charged  (27  Stat.  L.,  117.) 

The  fee  for  transferring  a license  is  50  cents.  (Act  of  July  1,  1902.) 

Wm.  P.  Richards, 
Assessor  District  of  Columbia . 

The  Commissioners  of  the  District  of  Columbia. 
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